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REASONS, Ce.” 


otic Tithes were appointed by * 
ouly under the Moſaical law, for the portion of 
the Levites, in lieu of their inheritance in the land 
of Canaan, as well as for their ſervice in the tem- 
ple; which being long aboliſhed and deſtroyed, all 
obligation to pay Tithe, as of God's n 

| ceaſed therewith. 


« Is 


* 
© 2. BZcAusE being : a part of the ceramogial i t 
which was abrogated by our Saviour' s offering him» | 
ſelf once for all, a propitiatory ſacrifice. for the ſins 
of the whole world, to pay or receive Tithes now, 


is to continue i Wanne 
liſh. 


4 i - 
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2 3. Bieavys we are 5 the 2 that 4 
r maintenance of miniſters is contrary o 
- the doAtine., of Chriſt Jeſus, our great Lord and 
Lawgiver ; ; who firſt, and above all others, ſhould 
be heard in this matter; and whoſe injundtion we 
are of. opinion yirtually prohibits the praflice under | 
che goſpel, as the ſame is expreſſed in his charge 


to the firſt miniſters. thereof, * Freely: 13 have re- 
*eevel, freely zes 
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. 4 9 Be no precept nor precedentin- 


| the New Teſtament, for the receiving or pay ing ob 
Dar, but, on, the. >. cqntrary, Fe, ee | 
r * 
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' payment of Tiihes and all forced maintenance of 


miniſters, to be in dire& oppoſition to the apoſtoli- 
cal dofrineand practice, as the ſame are recorded in- 


wd.te ſacred writingsof that age, and which oO 


appears from the following concurring ſeriptures: : 
» have,” ſaith Paul, © coveted no man's ſilver or 
* gold, or apparel ; yea, you yourſelves know, that 
© theſe- hands have miniſtered unto my neceſſities, 
.* and to thoſe that are with me.“ «I have ſhew- 
Led you, that, ſo labouring, ye ought to ſupport 
* the weak: for ye remember, Brethren, our la- 
V bour and travail: for labouring night and day, be- 
A cauſe we would not be chargeable to any of you, 
; e preached unto you the goſpel of aN 
For we behaved not ourſelves diſorderly: among 
*you, neither did we eat any man's bread for 
* nought, but wrought with labour and travail night 
and day, 
« of you“ And again. What is my reward 
then ? yerily, that when I preach the, goſpel, 5 
+ may make the golpel of Chriſt without charge. 
A that I abuſe not my power in the goſpel.” And 
the Apoſlle Peter, who well underſtood his great 
Mafter's mind herein, writes thus to- thoſe who had 
been called tothe | overſight of the churches, 
« Feed the flock of God which is ampng you, tak- 
Ling the overſight thereof, not by conſtraint, but 
* willingly ; not for filthy juere, but of a ready 
mind ; neither as being long over Cet, 
Abut being enſamples to the flock.y” _ 


„Ads xx, 33, 34, 35+ +1 Theſſ. ii. 9. e beg 
n is. 18,13. 51 Pet, Ve Ay 3˙ 2 
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5. BECAUSE by eccleſiaſtical hiſtory, particularly 
„ Selden's Hiſtory of Tithes,” it appeareth that 
Tithes were not claimed or paid in' the Chriſtian 
nn for the three firſt centuries. ” 8 
6. Bachua Tithes were one of the many inno- 
vations and impoſitions introduced inthe church, in 
the night of groſs darkneſs and apoſtacy from the 
original purity; and as ſuch to be rejected, with- 


ſtood, and teſtiſied againſt, in the RY or 


return from the apoſtacy. 

| 995 Bzcauss Tithes, for the ſole ah of the pariſh 
prieſt, obtained. not till about the thirteenth cen- 
try, when they were appointed to be ſo. paid, _” 
decretal _ of Pope n Mr le 


. 1 " ”> (Ty 2 


8, ed eee the . direcing 


k the payment thereof, appears to be a plain oontradie- 
ion to the ordinance of Jeſus Chriſt, whoſe ordinan- 
ces in point of c en ene co beſt 


_ "clergy do not now claim Tithe, by Divine Right, 
ut as the proviſion for their ſupport appdimedby 


* the laws of the land; that although they were 


* * formerly granted by princes or people bigoted s 
"* Popery, and blinded by miſguided zeal, or paid 
in compliance with the ordinances of Popes or Pos 
pi Councils; yet being now the grant of the Par- 

* liament, and the payment thereof by the Legiſla- 


ture ordained and made a part of the laws of the _ 


„But we find it is . ind us, they, ah | 


| 


- 
. 


"EW 
land, it is the duty of all, as ſubjefts, to comply 
* therewith, and pay or 10 out their Tithe as the 
la direfts,” | ere 


9380 


To this we done, that we pay all due reſpect 


to the laws of the land; and where, for conſcience 


fake, we cannot actively comply with the law, we 


have patiently ſubmitted to the penalties annexed 


to the non · compliance therewith; and when theſe 


penalties become grievous, we have, with proper 


reſpett, not thought it unreaſonable ot unbecoming 
us, to lay our ſuffering cale before Parliament, i in 


Bor this n appears to us more ſpecious 


ok ſolid. The national laws, in this particular, 
are grounded. on conſiderations inadmiſſible by us. 


they enforce the payment of Tithes on the ſuppoſi- 


don of Divine Right, as * due io God and holy 


Church.,*” | Whoever, therefore, claims Tithe by 


the laws, virtually claims them as due by Divine 
Right; for the law, as far as we underfland it, 
grants them on no other conſideration, and there- 
fore, our reaſons againſt paying them, are not 
| invalidated by the reaſoning of ſuch as urge the 


law of the land againſt us. 


Vr farther, our ſeruple is really conſcientious; 

we think our Saviour hath utterly aboliſhed Tithes, 
wih the ceremonial law to which they belonged, 

and bath virtually prohibited all extorted mainte- 
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nante to goſpel miniſters. That his immediate fol- 
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Iowers do biliexed and fo afted, is evident tous ew 
the whole tenor of their writings; and that his autho- 
rity in his church is ſuperior to every human autho- 
rity, we preſume will be univerſally allowed. That 1 
no man, or body of men, as men, are infallible, is 
a Proteſtant principle; and neither the magiſtrate. 3 
nor the legiſlature, more than any other men, can # 
anſwer for our doing or omitting, what i in con- ;; >." 
fcience we believe to be our duty. | _ 
O theſeclear principles, we think ourſelves . | 
tied in not paying Tithes; in withholding our 
active compliance with the laws of the land, which 
enjoin us to pay them ; and deelining voluntarily» | 
to conttibute in any way to the forced ſupport of 
miniſters. On the fame principles, we allow no 
Ripends for the ſupport af our own. | þ 
Ws admit the power of the civil magiſtrate,” ad. : 
the obligation of human laws, their fall ſcope in „ 
civil ſociety, as far as they regard merely civil, \ WP 
matters; and ſo far we pay full ſubmiſſion thereto, "443 
reſerving ta God the things which are God's, par-, 
ticularly the ſole daminion over the conſcience 1 
Whoever will carry his reaſoning ſrom the ſaree. i 
of human laws farther than this, will, in our appre-, {1-1 
henſion, extend it beyond che limits of Scripture, © | | 
ee eee ee e, | | 
of the Reformation. | \ 
From Scripture, where human laws coantidet” | 
the Divine law in the conſcience, we have ſundry. : 
inſtances of Divine n ö the ED. 
wen. of the Divine Iv. SL, 
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1 bee ü db bade bf Shudract, 4 and; 
= Abednego, bo Tehuled compliance with the king's 
= - akte, in falling down to worſhip the golden inhage. 
Mot Daniel, who; inifubedierice 6 the hiv of: 
de edes and Perſians, with his windows open to · 
; Wards Jeruſalem, prayed and gave thanks before his 
| God, w he Lid #oretiive,.—gdly, In that of Pater: | 
42 ee Jen bo, hea commanded by the Fulany | 
the Jews to ſpeak” no more in dhe name of Ju, 
durit not yield obedience to their command, rea- 
* ſoning chu: Whether it be right in che fight of: 
God 10 hearken untoryou, more han 10 Cod, 
due ye“ On 'this principle, che 
= | martyrs ſealed: their teſtimony. with: theix blood ; 
ee dae he Beize, Nat, 
Es. ee the midſt of che flames. £20244 
b 1 LA's ils e e eee 

5 | ikginſfible principles ahd his no injurious inß⸗ 
mstions can be fairy drum from our reaſoning; 
: He meant any paralleFberweeri the rulers of- 
3 choſe times, and dar oH. We «re fi cabin of 
3 dur obligation to the preſent Government, ſur uind N 
addsgencies 0 u- Our conduRt beſpeaks our A 
politioh To facts, as the beſt witnelſes thereof, e ' 
appeal for the uprightneſs of our imehtuns- To. 
© thoſe ictrüſted with the [ivord vf magiſteacy, we! | 
dre refer ourſelves, fora teſliniony-of our peaces? |} 
ab deen or, and our ready obedienee and: Tier 
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